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WAGE-HOUR FIELD STAFF 


Administrator Sends 20 Inspectors to Larger 
Industrial Centers in Country 


The first group of representatives of the Wage and Hour 
Division of the U. S. Department of Labor moved into the 
field early this week to begin the work of securing coopera- 
tion in and enforcement of the Fair Labor Standards Act. 


Administrator Elmer F. Andrews dispatched 20 inspectors 
to larger industrial centers in the country to set up temporary 
offices where employers and employees can bring their prob- 
lems under the law. 

The initial field staff will represent the Division in all 
matters dealing with complaints, inspections, and requests 
for information and advice on how to observe the wage and 
hour law. The staff will be under the direction of Arthur L. 
Fletcher, assistant administrator in charge of cooperation 
and enforcement. 


The departure of the inspectors brought the total field 
force under Mr. Fletcher to 22. Earle W. Dahlberg, of 
Atlanta, Georgia, had previously been chosen as regional 
director for Region VII, to have temporary charge of the 
Southern area, and Wesley O. Ash had been selected as 
regional director in Region XII, to have temporary charge 
of the Western area. 

Administrator Andrews announced the appointment of 
Ernest R. Strempel, Yellow Springs, Ohio, as supervising 
inspector for the Northeastern area, to have temporary charge 
of the area headquarters at Boston. He also announced 
appointment of O. J. Libert, of Madison, Wisconsin, as act- 
ing supervising inspector for the Mid-western area, tem- 
porarily in charge of the area headquarters at Chicago. 


Due to the restricted funds available, Administrator An- 
drews explained, the Wage and Hour Division will not be 
able to set up the contemplated 12 regional offices at this 
time. In the interim, the enforcement will be handled 
through the area offices. These and the States which they 
include are: 

Area 1. Headquarters—Boston; Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware. 

Area Il. Headquarters—Washington, D. C.; Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Flor- 
ida, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and Texas. 

Area UI, Headquarters—Chicago; Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Da- 
kota, Nebraska, lowa, Missouri, and Kansas. 

Area IV. Headquarters—San Francisco; Washington, Ore- 
gon, California, Nevada, Idaho, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, 
Arizona, and New Mexico. 


The inspectors, wherever possible, will locate at the local 
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Social Security Board office. They are temporarily assigned 
as follows: 

In Area No. I.—Ernest R. Strempel, supervising inspector, 
Boston; William H. Buck, Hartford, Connecticut; F. E. 
Galvin, Newark, New Jersey; E. E. Little, Buffalo, New 
York; Miss Eleanor Mishnum, New York City; Howard P. 
Young, Wilmington, Delaware. 


In Area No. Il.—Earle W. Dahlberg, acting area director, 
Washington, D. C.; J. L. Bass, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; 
W. M. Eaves, Nashville, Tennessee; Miss Carrie B. Farmer, 
Richmond, Virginia; William F. Gaffney, Charlotte, North 
Carolina; L. H. McCormick, Baltimore, Maryland; Miss 
Bertha Paret, Washington, D. C.; Leland S. Reid, Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 


In Area No. IIl.—O. J. Libert, acting supervising in- 
spector, Chicago; L. H. Cavanaugh, Detroit, Michigan; Leo 
H. Erck, Cincinnati, Ohio; E. F. Halverson, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin; Joel D. Mason, St. Louis, Missouri; Miss Cath- 
erine Tinty, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

In Area No. IV.—Wesley O. Ash, acting area director, San 
Francsico, California; L. A. Peifer, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. 


Late last week the administrator named Robert W. Clai- 
borne as territorial counsel and acting territorial representa- 
tive of the Division in Puerto Rico. 


Regulations Amended on Handicapped Persons 


The Wage and Hour Division of the Department of Labor 
has issued the following amendment to the regulations ap- 
plicable to the employment of handicapped persons. The 
amendment may be inserted at the end of “Section 524.3— 
Issuance of Certificates” on page 22 of the Appendix of the 
Association’s wage and hour law bulletin published under 
date of October 25, 1938. 

Section 524.3A—Distaisution or Corres or Certiricate 


One copy of the Certificate will be given the handicapped 
worker, one copy shall be given the employer who shall keep 
this copy on file in the same place at which the worker's em- 
ployment records are maintained, and one copy will be 
retained in the files of the Wage and Hour Division, Depart- 
ment of Labor. 


Amendment of Child Labor Regulations 


Under date of November 3rd the Childrens Bureau of the 
Labor Department, charged with the administration of the 
child labor provisions of the wage and hour law, issued an 
amendment to the temporary regulation for employment of 
minors between 14 and 16 years of age and also added the 
States of Kansas and Nevada to the list of States whose certifi- 
cates of age shall have the same force and effect as Federal 
certificates of age under the Act. 


Other States whose certificates of age have been designated 
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as having the same force and effect as Federal certificates may 
be found on page 38 of the Appendix of the Association's 
latest bulletin on the wage and hour law. 

The amendment to the temporary regulation nullifies Sec- 
tion 2(d) of Regulation No. 3, which limited the employment 
of minors between 14 and 16 years of age to the period be- 
tween 6 a.m. and 7 p.m. The text of the regulation may be 
found on page 39 of the Appendix to the same bulletin. 


Pencil Association Charged with Price Fixing 


Thirteen member companies of the Lead Pencil Associa- 
tion, Inc., the association, and its president and commissioner, 
William A. McDermid, are charged in a complaint issued by 
the Federal Trade Commission with fixing and maintaining 
uniform prices for their products. These companies allegedly 
produce more than 90 per cent of all the wood-cased lead 
pencils manufactured in the United States. 


The complaint charges that beginning with the organiza- 
tion of the respondent association in 1937, the member manu- 
facturers, acting through the association and Mr. McDermid, 
entered into and executed certain agreements and under- 
standings for the purpose of unlawfully restricting, mono- 
polizing and eliminating competition in the sale of their 
products. Pursuant to such agreements and understandings, 
the respondent members of the association, according to a 
press release issued November 4 by the Commission, allegedly 
have engaged in the following practices: 


“(1) Fixed and maintained uniform prices and terms and 
conditions of sale, maintained identical price lists on com- 
parable pencils, and simultaneously have changed the prices 
at which such products are to be sold; (2) established uni- 
form agency contracts under which local distributors, when 
offering bids to public agencies, are limited to a 10 per cent 
commission, and under which contracts the respondent mem- 
bers are given the absolute right to fix the prices at which 
pencils are offered by such distributors; (3) fixed uniform 
schedules of discounts to be allowed on quantity shipments 
and on annual cumulative purchases, and (4) fixed discounts 
and methods of sale so as to bring about uniform net prices 
at which so-called ‘imprint’ pencils are to be sold. (Imprint 
pencils are those upon which no name appears so as to enable 
purchasers to place their own names thereon.)” 


National Retail Credit Survey for 1937 


Report of the nation-wide survey of retail credit conditions 
in 1937 by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
has been published under the title “Retail Credit Survey— 
1937”. The report is based on returns from approximately 
1,700 cooperating retailers representing 14 trades, and is a 
continuation of the retail credit series issued periodically 
since 1930, 


A summary section provides comparisons of credit trends 
in the various trades, which include: automobile; automo- 
bile tire and accessory; coal, fuel, and wood; department; 
furniture; grocery; hardware; heating and plumbing; house- 
hold appliance; jewelry; lumber and building material; 
men’s clothing; shoes; and women’s specialty. Copies may 
be secured for 20 cents each from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 


PROSPECTS IN BRITISH MARKET 


Outlook for U. 5. Food Products Reported Good 
by American Attache in London 


The general immediate outlook for United States food 
products in the United Kingdom, assuming no change in 
basic factors, is reasonably good, the American commercial 
attache at London reported October 29 in a special cable. 
However, no unusual improvement in the future is expected, 
inasmuch as supplies of the major items are plentiful. Out- 
look estimates for canned fruits, fruit juices, tomato products 
and canned red salmon, follow: 

Cannep Fruits.—Present prices for U. 5S. canned fruits 
are low and nearer than for some time to the usual lower 
price levels of Australia and Canada. This year's sales 
show improvement over last year's. The immediate sales 
outlook is fairly good, and the Spring season forecast is good, 

Low-priced Formosan pineapple offerings are jeopardizing 
sales of the Hawaiian product, but the trade hopes that the 
situation is temporary. General price levels for California 
products reflect less spread than during previous years. The 
local fruit crop ended with a bad season and shortage. 

Frurr Juices.—Outlook for bulk grapefruit juice for the 
manufacture of aerated drinks is good, with no severe com- 
petition either from the higher priced duty-free South 
African products, or from the similar dutiable product from 
Jaffa. Demand for bulk orange juice is good, with Ameri- 
can prices high and continuing to face competition from the 
low-priced Mediterranean product. 

Demand for canned fruit juices is steady and only a 
gradual sales increase may be expected. Grapefruit juice 
and pineapple juice require further sales promotion efforts, 
the cable stated. 

Tomato Propucts.-Outlook for tomato products is fair. 
U. S. pulp and puree continue to face keen competition 
from the duty-free and lower-priced Canadian product. 

Outlook for canned tomato juice is good, with the trade 
steady and growing. Principal competition in this item 
comes from Canada, which enjoys preferential duty treat 
ment. 

Cannep Rep Sacmon.—-Immediate outlook for red salmon 
talls is poor, but demand should be good in the early Spring. 
Volume now is less than a year ago, with Far Eastern salmon 
continuing to offer the principal difficult competition. 


Canned Fruit Exports from Australia 


Exports of canned fruit from Australia from January 
through August, 1938, totaled 171,000 cases of apricots; 
702,000 of peaches; and 436,000 of pears, according to the 
American trade commissioner at Sydney. Export figures 
for the same period of 1937 were: apricots, 98,000 cases: 
peaches, 626,000 cases; and pears, 615,000 cases. 


Netherlands Meat Regulations Revised 


The Netherlands pure food regulations concerning the 
preparation, composition, marking, etc., of meat products 
intended for consumption in the Netherlands have been 
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amplified and revised by a decree of August 22, 1938, ac- 
cording to a report from the American commercial attache 
at The Hague. 


The new regulations became effective October 3, 1938, 
except those concerning marking, which are to become effec- 
tive from March 13, 1939. Additional details are available 
to interested American exporters upon request to the Divi- 
sion of Foreign Tariffs, Department of Commerce. 


Seafood Marketing Study Completed 


Study of seafood marketing in San Francisco, conducted 
by the Bureau of Fisheries, has been completed and pub- 
lished under the title “Trade in Fresh and Frozen Fishery 
Products and Related Marketing Considerations in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.” The report discusses in detail the 
supply of fishery commodities for the San Francisco Bay 
market, assembling and storing, the channels of trade, the 
nature of consumer markets, ordinances affecting the mar- 
keting of fishery products, educational work conducted by 
the wholesale trade, and other phases of marketing. The 
publication can be bought for 10 cents from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office. 


Cut in Citrus Rail Rate Sought 


Temporary emergency reductions in freight rates to en- 
courage marketing of record crop of oranges and grapefruit 
were asked of railroads serving producing areas by Secre- 
tary of Agriculture Wallace on October 31. The Secretary 
asked that reductions be granted in rates “from all producing 
areas to destinations in all sections of the country.” 


CORN PACK IN 1938 


The 1938 pack of sweet corn, exclusive of corn on the cob, 
totaled 20,846,842 cases, according to figures compiled by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. This is a summary of the 
reports from canners of all but 2.9 per cent of the pack. In 
1938, 321 firms packed corn as compared with 356 in 1937. 
The pack of those canners who did not report was estimated 
on a basis of acreage and average yields for adjacent com- 
panies, 


STaTe 


Maine, Vermont, and New Hamp- 
shire 


Maryland and Delaware 
Pennsylvania 


lowa and Nebraska............... 


Other States——East 
Other States—Weat 


1,334,535 


In addition, 24 canners reported a pack of corn on the cob 
totaling 533,766 cases. Last year, 27 canners reported a pack 
of 375,004 cases of corn on the cob, and in 1936 only 10 
canners reported a pack of corn on the cob, totaling 95,242 
cases. 

The 1938 pack of sweet corn, exclusive of corn on the cob, 
on the basis of No. 2 cans, 24 to the case, is 20,469,518 cases, 
as compared with 23,541,224 cases in 1937, on the same basis. 

The following table shows the pack of white and yellow 
corn in cream and whole grain style during the last three 


7,624, 
4,717, 787 


14,970,326 
4,039,480 7,127,840 5,876,516 


The following table shows the pack, by States, during the 
last three years: 


2,447,519 
697, 145 


1, 186,287 
2,234,876 
4,942,117 
1,135,972 
4,221,584 
3,090,309 


1,110,364 


14,622,450 24,323,050 20,846,842 


In the following table there is shown the pack of cream 
style and whole grain corn by varieties, by States, in 1938: 


Cream style 


2,716,667 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as R by the Bureau of Agricultural 
of Agriculture 
Week 


Oct. 29 Oct. 29 22 
VEGETABLES 1937 1938 1938 
Beans, snap and lima an 1228 


Tomatoes 


1,938 2,619 
0 1 
3,339 3,716 


British Malayan Canned Pineapple Exports 


Exports of canned pineapples from British Malayan ports 
for the period December 26, 1937, to August 27, 1938, were 
1,748,468 cases, or an average of 49,956 cases per week, the 
office of the American trade commissioner at Singapore has 
reported. Exports for the corresponding period of 1937 
totaled 2,022,457 cases, or an average of 57,784 cases per 
week. 


Home Economics Women Visit Service Kitchen 


A number of home economics women in business, who 
have been in Washington this week attending meetings of 
the National Ice Industry of America, have visited the Asso- 
ciation’s Service Kitchen to see the work being done there. 
Many of the women expressed satisfaction in the number of 
new labels for next season's pack of canned foods that will 
carry recipes for using the foods. 


Army Posts Request Institutional Recipes 


Commanding officers of army posts throughout the country 
have been requesting copies of the institutional recipe leaflet 
of the Association’s Home Economics Division, “Canned 
Foods Recipe for Fifty”. A considerable number of State 
supervisors of home economics education also have asked for 
copies of the new publication to be used in schools. 


New Red Raspberry Varieties Available 


Planting stocks of the new varieties of red raspberries 
introduced by the New York State Experiment Station are 
now available and may be obtained from the New York 
State Fruit Testing Association at Geneva. These new 
varieties have been named “Indian Summer,” “Marcy,” and 
“Taylor.” They are seedlings of the Lloyd George variety 
which was brought from England, and which has been used 
as a parent for breeding work. According to a recent news 
release issued by the Experiment Station, Indian Summer 
is said to be the best autumn-fruiting or “everbearing” red 
raspberry on the Station grounds, Marcy is the largest red 
raspberry to fruit on the Station grounds, and Taylor is 
so consistently outstanding that it is believed to be well 
worthy of more extended trial both for market and for the 
home garden. 


Veterans Bureau to Buy Canned Blueberries 


The Procurement Division of the Veterans Administration 
is asking for bids, to be opened on November 18, on 300 dozen 
No. 10 cans of blueberries, packed six to the case, to be deliy- 
ered f.0.b. Perryville, Maryland. 


Copies of the invitation, including specifications and gen- 
eral conditions, may be obtained by communicating with A. J. 
Harrison, Chief of the Procurement Division, Veterans Ad- 
ministration, Arlington Building, Washington, D. C. 


Vincent Appointed Chief of Hearings Section 


Merle D. Vincent of Denver, Colo., was appointed chief of 
the Hearings and Exemptions Section of the Wage and Hour 
Division this week. Mr. Vincent was formerly president of 
the Colorado Bar Association, and from 1927 to 1933 was 
vice president and general manager of the Rocky Mountain 
Fuel Company. He was divisional administrator for the 
Textile Division of the NRA, and later was coordinator of 
the Industrial Studies of NRA activities made under the 
Presidential Order of June, 1935. 


Public Health Association Meeting 


At the recent meeting of the Public Health Association in 
Kansas City, Dr. O. B. Williams of the Association’s Research 
Laboratories presented a preliminary report for the Commit- 
tee on Microbiological Method of Food Examination. Other 
papers presented at the meetings of the Food and Nutrition 
and Laboratory Sections of the Association, which were 
of particular interest to the canning industry, included: “Re- 
port of Committee on Standard Methods of Examination of 
Dairy and Food Products,” R. S. Breed; “Status of Dextrose 
in the Food Industries,” C. R. Fellers; “Nutritional Aspects 
of Meats; Vitamin Content,” C. A. Elvehjem; and “Popular 
Misconceptions about Meat Foods,” E. N. Wentworth. 

Assistant Secretary H. M. Loomis of the National Canners 
Association, who has been a member of the Public Health 
Association for a number of years, was also in attendance at 
the meeting, and was elected a member of the nominating 
committee for the election of next year's officers. 
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